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POLITICAL SATIRE OF REMIZOV AND ZAMJATIN 
ON THE PAGES OF PROSTAJA GAZETA 

Horst Lampl 

On the third of November 1917, one week after the October Revolution, 
a small announcement appeared at the very bottom of the last page in the 
main newspaper of the S.R. party, Delo naroda: 

Ha .L\Hl!X a IleTporpa):le BhIH):leT «IlpocTa11 ra3eTa», opraH co11Ham1cToB­

peaoJIJ01\HOHepoa ):IJill ropo,Lla H ,L1epeBHH 

and: 

Pe,LlaKl\Hll npHrJiarnaeT JIHTepaTopoa c.-p., JKeJiaJO~Hx npHHl!Tb yiiacTHe B 
ra3eTe, Ha COBe~aHHe, HMeJO~ee COCTOl!TbCll cerO,[\Hll, B 7 qacoB Be'lepa, B 

noMe~eHHH H3):1aTeJibCT.Ba «PeaoJIJOl\HOHHall MbICJih» (JlHTeiiHhIH, 22). 

There are sufficient grounds to assume that of the many authors gener­
ally known to have sympathized at that time with the party of the S.R.'s, 
Aleksej Remizov and Evgenij Zamjatin were participants in this meeting 
and played a significant role in the literary program of the newspaper. 

* * * 
The short-lived and little-known Prostaja gazeta began publication on 

November 8, 1917. Despite its subscription announcement for 1918, pub­
lished in Delo naroda on December 12, in January 1918 only a few numbers 
more appeared (the last issue indicated by the bibliography "Gazety SSSR 
1917-1960" is No. 46 from January 7, 1918). As is evident from the above­
mentioned subscription advertisement, the task of Prostaja gazeta was "v 
prostyx i jasnyx slovax soobseat' o sobytijax dnja," appealing thus especially 
to the poorly-educated, naive reader whom the official party organ, Delo 
naroda, did not reach to the desired extent. In connection with the news­
paper's goals, the official, theoretical character of the party organ receded 
into the background and many feuilletons and literary texts appeared, of 
which a whole series were sharp political satires. In Prostaja gazeta, the 
theoretical language of the political essay and of ideological party polemic 
was transformed to a certain extent into the language of literary genres , in 
particular, the more simple and accessible ones: tales, fable-parables, and 
folk poetry. The satiric part of the literary texts of Prostaja gazeta was 
devoted to the main political problem of the official branch of the S.R. 

Alexej Remizov. Approaches to a Protean Writer / Ed. 
by G. Slobin. Columbus: Slavica, [1987]. 286 p. (UCLA 
Slavic Studies; Vol. 16).
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party after October: its desperate struggle against the Bolsheviks who had 
just come to power. In the course of its well-known repressions against the 
press, the government reacted on November 25 by confiscating the news­
paper, after which two issues (according to the original numbering, Nos. 15 
and 16) appeared under the name Novaja prostaja gazeta (Nos. 1 and 2, 
November 26 and 28, 1917). Starting with the seventeenth issue on Novem­
ber 30 the newspaper was revived under its original name. Prostaja gazeta 
shared editorial staff and the office with Delo naroda; its official editors 
were the publishers of Delo naroda, Sergej Porfir'evic Postnikov, and A. V. 
Turba. 1 In addition to Postnikov, V. M. Zenzinov, A. Lefoev, and Ol'ga 
Cernova of the staff of Delo naroda also published articles in Prostaja 
gazeta. Ja. T. Dedusenko was the official publisher. 

Among the more famous literary figures who published in Prostaja gazeta 
under their own names were A. M. Remizov (nothing but previously pub­
lished legends and tales2, except for the very short miniature, "Zagrazdennye 
usta", which without its own title subsequently became part of Vzvixrennaja 
Rus'), E. I. Zamjatin (short satiric tales characteristic of this period of his 
work), 3 Sokolov-Mikitov4 and Vjaceslav Siskov5-both of whom were close 
to Remizov-Esenin,6 and A. N. Tolstoj; 7 Gorkij's publicistic works from 
Novaja Zizn' were republished. Zamjatin placed his tales about Fita simul­
taneously in Prostaja gazeta and in Delo naroda; as for his story "Tramvaj," 
Prostaja gazeta appears to have been the first place of publication. Appar­
ently the works of Sokolov-Mikitov and A. N. Tolstoj which were placed in 
Prostaja gazeta were not republished later, nor have they become cited in 
their bibliographies. 8 

Those works by Remizov which were published under his own name 
were all included with a reference to Prostaja gazeta in a handwritten list of 
his publications, which it seems he kept almost all his life and which has 
been preserved in his Paris archive. This list-a most valuable source for 
the compilation of the bibliography of the writer-suffered greatly in places 
from the passage of time: it is precisely the entries from 1917-1920 which 
are often unreadable due to the decay of the paper, faded ink, and in some 
places almost indecipherable handwriting. In spite of these physical defi­
ciencies, it is possible to distinguish in the list still o'ther titles with a refer­
ence to Prostaja gazeta, namely, "Babin'kin kocet", "Rasprava'', and "Slovo 
serebro-molfanie zlato." These works were published in the ne_wspaper 
under pseudonyms: Skomorox Terentij, Ivan Kofan,9 and Fedor· Bublov. 
Even disregarding the fact that "Slovo serebro-molfanie zlato" is to be 
found in a slightly altered form under the title "Molfal'nik" in Vzvixrennaja 
Rus', it would be impossible not to notice that in these texts a number of 

.. .. 
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characteristic motifs and clearly Remizovian words ("obezjanstvo," "ni 
proxodu, ni prorysku," "krik i gik," and all the verbosity and garrulity of 
skaz) in and of themselves hint at his authorship. The use of pseudonyms 
was deemed necessary in light of the particularly anti-Bolshevik orientation 
of the three works, with Remizov undoubtedly following the advice of his 
friends. 10 It is interesting, though, that on further examination of Prostaja 
gazeta one of the pseudonyms, Ivan Kofan, is to be found several more 
times under works which are not on Remizov's list of publications. Even if 
we keep in mind that the list is incomplete, as is quite possible, the clear 
stylistic dissimilarity of the remaining Ivan Koean stories does not allow 
for unqualified attribution to A. M. Remizov. The writer Ivan Koean 
·apparently was a "synthetic" personality, reminiscent of the famous Kuz'ma 
Prutkov of the nineteenth century. Along with Remizov at least one other 
writer took part in "Koean," an author of short, extremely laconic, very 
well-aimed satirical tales, an indisputable master of folk speech stylization 
with clear irony in regard to the dullness and unconsciousness of the masses 
who, in their darkness, are spoiling and wasting their newly-found treasure­
freedom. In comparing four stories by Ivan Koean-"Zar-pticu s~jeli," 
"Basibuzuki," "Nalim," and "Svinja"-with the fables and tales of Zamjatin 
in his collection Bo/'Sim detjam skazki, 11 one might conclude with almost 
complete certainty that they belong to him. The collaboration of Zamjatin 
and Remizov in the short-lived creation of Ivan Koean seems completely 
believable, even without mentioning the close personal and creative rela­
tionship between them after Zamjatin's return from England, in view of the 
fact that both writers were responsible for a significant part of the nonpolit­
ical literature in the newspaper. There are also grounds for suggesting that 
it was Zamjatin who persuaded Remizov to contribute to Prostaja gazeta. 

The remaining two works of Ivan Koean ("Sultan" and "Maksimyc"), 
which are connected by the figure of the "djafok iz bogadel'ni," may belong 
to still a third person, but there is some basis for assigning them to Remizov, 
although they are not included in his list of works. "Sultan" was printed 
immediately after "Rasprava," and reflects a closeness to Remizov's prose 
in very characteristic phrases ("tak i toCit glazom," "ctoby takoe sovrat'," "i 
donos, i kljauza, i nedoxvat," "s obezjanej peeatju"). In regard to literary 
quality one can certainly say that Remizov's Koean works clearly are infe­
rior to Zamjatin's; they are less finished and less tensely plotted. In com­
parison with Zamjatin's, they do not possess a clear-cut, lucidly expressed 
ending. The majority of the Ivan Koean stories are united by the general 
heading "Katufok," like "Koean" calling up associations with village life: 12 

the satiric stories and sketches of Kofan represent the "hutch" ("katux") of 
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Prostaja gazeta. 
Along with the works already mentioned, there are still other "literary" 

texts with a satiric content published in the newspaper under pseudonyms, 
but it would be hard to assign them to Remizov or Zamjatin. Ivan Koean's 
comrades were L. Kormcy ([trans. note-helmsman], with an allegorical 
tale, "Goremycnaja," and a story, "Lixoimec"), Sergej Skrytnik (secretive or 
reticent), Masterovoj (workman) (with a tale, "Ubogie"), and Savka Bez­
zemel'ny (landless); perhaps the editors who usually published satires in 
Delo naroda were concealed behind them. To a certain extent they not 
infrequently imitate Remizov, as did other authors of this time. The chosen 
pseudonyms bring to mind those addressed by Prostaja gazeta: the simple, 
especially village population which had to be agitated for the S.R. cause. 

As far as Remizov is concerned, the satiric texts in Prostaja gazeta were 
not his only "political" works of this period. "Akakij Basmackin," which 
was printed in Delo naroda (December 15, 1917) and is directly connected 
to the satiric texts, is the story of how under the Bolsheviks Gogol's Akakij 
Basmackin, "the little man," who up until then had never in his life thought 
of disobedience and rebellion, decides to go on strike. 13 As can be seen, the 
story concerns, and even is, a call for strikes by clerks; under the title of 
"Sabotaz" it subsequently became part of Vzvixrennaja Rus' (pp. 236-237). 
The text appeared under Remizov's own name, like his satiric "skazocki" 
"Kommi-ssar" and "Idolisce poganoe" in the newspaper Veeernij zvon 
(December 27, 1917). Veeernij zvon, which was issued beginning in Decem­
ber 1917, was perhaps an even more ephemeral periodical than Prostaja 
gazeta; to it contributed the Merezkovskijs, Teffi, Ariadna Tyrkova, and 
Sologub. 14 

Several of Remizov's works, apparently never reprinted, which are men­
tioned in his list of publications with a reference to their appearance in 
other opposition newspapers at the end of 1917 and the beginning of 1918, 
have proved to be inaccessible. In question are the following titles: 

"Cto nam za nas grex vyjdet?," (Volja naroda, 1917, No. 196.) 
"OSibka," (Volja naroda, 1917, No. 202.) 
"Mat' presvjataja" (Pri[zyv] k Ucredit[el'nomu] sob[raniju] [?], 1917). 
"Bezumnoe moleanie" (Veeernij zvon, 1918, No. 23, January 5). 
"Slovo k materi-zemle" (Volja strany, 1918, No. 16, February 16). 

It is difficult to judge by the titles to what extent these works also belong 
to the category of political satire. As is generally known, Remizov's engage 
political works of these years are two-faceted: along with the satires can be 
found works which are particularly lyrical and emotional with a pathos of 
lament for the destruction and end of Russia. To these belong the well-
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known prose poema "Slovo o pogibeli Russkoj Zemli,'' which was already 
written by October 5, 1917, 15 the poem "Plac," 16 "Neugasimye ogni" in its 
first edition, 17 and "Zapovednoe slovo russkomu narodu." 18 Topical politics 
of the revolutionary year entered, finally, into one of the most significant 
works of this time, "Vseobscee vosstanie," which constitutes the major 
portion of Vzvixrennaja Rus', but there, however, the narrator is limited to 
the role of witness and chronicler. 

* * * * * 

Below are reprinted in chronological order Remizov's and Zamjatin's 
satiric works which appeared in Prostaja gazeta and the newspaper Veeernij 
zvon between November 24 and December 27, 1917; those which became 
part of Vzvixrennaja Rus' are also included in view of some differences in 
their editions. This publication is probably incomplete since one or another 
of the above-mentioned works, inaccessible at the present time, may belong 
here, as well as others which possibly were not entered at all in Remizov's 
list of publications. 

All the reprinted texts are distinguished by their clear aim at the poorly 
educated reader, which explains the frequent use of popular expressions 
and the abundance of nonliterary and regional words. In the tales and par­
ables ascribed to Zamjatin, what is characteristic is the utmost conciseness 
and terseness of the style, the visualness and pedagogical persuasiveness of 
the allegory, which together with the comicness of the situation and the 
short generalizing conclusion make a work such as "Nahm," in this critic's 
opinion, a true small masterpiece. At the center of Zamjatin's satires is the 
thoughtlessness and casualness with which a country, caught in the quarrel 
of political parties, is destroying and losing its newly won freedom. In 
comparison with the more general, "philosophical" parables of Zamjatin 
(with the exception of "Basibuzuki"), Remizov's more concrete satiric works 
are directed at topical political events and conditions after October. With 
"Babin;kin kocet" Remizov takes part in the general polemic against Luna­
earskij using the asyllabic "skomoros'i virsi" of folk poetry. 19 He depicts 
Lunaearskij as a self-satisfied rooster, not quite sure of his movements and 
actions, that perhaps conflicts with their long-standing acquaintance made 
in Vologda and with the assistance Lunaearskij rendered Remizov in the 
difficult years of the civil war (according to Remizov's own testimony).20 

The tale "Rasprava" apparently was written immediately after the govern­
ment decree closing the courts;21 not accidentally in the same issue of Pros­
taja gazeta Remizov reprinted his tale "Pravednyj sud'ja." The story "Sul-
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tan," in which is found the brilliantly connotative characterizing name 
"Nacxal-pafa" (Trans. note: The name "Nacxal-pafa" includes the name of 
a Turkish pasha and the past tense of the Russian verb nacxat' 'to sneeze'.) 
is devoted to the growth of rumors in an atmosphere of general uncertainty, 
"Maksimyc" exemplifies how the new rulers are made fools of in connection 
with strikes. Characteristic in the tale "Slovo serebro - moleanie zlato" is 
the depiction of the Bolsheviks as, above all, noisemakers and braggarts: 
instead of Blok's music of the Revolution, Remizov in 1917 heard one 
inhuman "obezjanij gik."22 In "Skazocki" in the newspaper Veeernij zvon, 
the recent political fate of Russia is discussed with the help of formulas and 
images from folk poetry and byliny; the sense of the tales is that with the 
October Revolution the country, which in its history had already suffered 
greatly from misfortune, had fallen finally from the frying pan into the fire. 

The technical quality of the printing in the preserved issues of Prostaja 
gazeta is so unsatisfactory that some typographically spoilt words have 
become illegible. The texts have been reset in the new orthography with the 
exception of Remizov's word "commi-ssar"; possible misprints are preserved. 
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H6aH Ko ll a 11: Kamyw6K. )/(ap-nmu1.4y c'be11u. 23 

.JJ:ocTanacb JIIOAHM :lKap-nTmi;a. Co6paJIHCh moAH Ha nTmi;y cMoTpeTh, 
- rna3y He BhITepneTb, TaKaH :lKap-nTmi;a. 

KaKoii-To MHran, MHran: 
- "llero rJIHAeTb, - xpHTIHT: - C'beAHM! 
3aKpH11anH Apyrne: 
- A Hy, pe6aTa, KTO JIOBKa11, roJIOBhI BhIBepTbIBaTb! 
nosKa'IH TYT KaK TYT. ronosy csepHyJIH, 30JIOTbie nepbH IlOBbIIQHTiaJIH, 

- Y:lK He :lKap-nTmi;a, - ne:lKHT neTyx ApaHhiii. 
)l(ap-nTHIJ;y C'beJIH. 

H6aH Ko ll a H : Eawu6y3yKu. 24 

Tio:lKanosanH HO'lhJO B raJeTy Barny EarnH6yJyKH, 6yMarnKoii ThIKyT: 
- Ilo npHKaJy ero senH11ecTBa Qapa <l>HThI25 ,,IlpocTyJO raJeTy" 

3aKpbITb! 
- 3x, - rosop10, - BbI-6hI nopaHhrne, pa6oTa 3pH crH6na! 
A rnaBHhIH HXHHii, - JIHQO, 'ITO Koposhe BhIMH, - xpHnHT: - "llero 

pa3rosapHBaTh. <l>HTa pacnopHAHJICH, AOJI:lKHhI BhITIOJIHHTb! 
Moii TOBapHIQ He CTepnen: 
- Hy, a ecnH MhI Ha <l>HTY nn10HeM H raJeTy BhmycTHM? 
3acKyJIHJIOCh, cMopIQHJIOCh Koposbe BhIMH: 
- He AonycTHM! 
- IlyrnKy IlOCTaBHTe? 
- IlOCTaBHM! 
Hy TYT AeJiaTh He11ero: Ha poraTHHY He noiiAeillb. 
,,IlpocTaH raJeTa" B cy66oTy He BhirnJia. 

H6aH Koll a H: Kamyw6K. Ha11uM. 
PacTHilHJiaCb Kop11ara,26 - HH pyKoii TIOABeCTH, HH 6arpoM. IlOA KOp-

11aroii HaJIHM. 
Ilana BOAa, CBHXHYJIO KOp11ary . ne:lKHT HaJIHM, 'ITO Ha 6JIJOAe11Ke, - Ha 

KaMyrnKax. 
IloACY'IHJIHCh 11enoseKH HaJIHMa JIOBHTh. II y:lK 3a:lKa6pHJIH, Aa cnop 

Me:lKAY HHMH 3ailleJI: KOMY yxy eCTb. 
C 6epera KpH11aT: 
- IloA Je6pb1 ero, Aep:lKH TIOA 3e6pb1. 
A KaKoe TaM ,,TIOA 3e6pb1", - BHJibHYJI npoIQaJIOM, - H HeTy, pa3Be B 

pyKax CKJIH3KO: Kop11arH HeT H HaJIHMa HeT. Ee:lKHT BOAa no KaMyrnKaM, Aa 

paK JaAOM TYJIHTCH. 
TaK-TO cso6oAa. 
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CKoMopox Tepe H m u ii : CKoMopowbu llRCbl. Ea6uHbKUH KOl4em (Ko­

Muccapy npocBemume11bHOMY ). 

3il:, Bbl JUOAB qeCTHble, TapaKaHbl 3aneqHble, BblXOABTe CIOAa nocJiywaTb 

He 6hIJib, He CKa3KY HeBeAoMyIO, a If He JIO)l(b. 

- He TeM OTAaeT! -

3aaeJiacb Ha Pycu TaKa.H [Hepa36opq.] 

Aa .H3hlK y Hero oqeHb noTeweH, 

60JibHO y)I( JiaAHO nOABellleH: 

rOBOpBT' HeyMOJIKa.H, 

u HB B qeM He YHbIBa.H. 

roaopBT OH 0 qeM xoqewh: 

cerOAH.!I 0 xpBCTBaHCTBe, 

3aBTpa 06 o6e3b.!IHCTBe, -

cerOAH.H y6Jia)l(aeT, 

a 3aBTpa xo60T BblCTaBmleT. 

H rpo3BT u xJionoqeT, 

ace nonacTh B ToqKy xoqeT, 

Aa HBKaK He y AaeTc.H, 

Bee MBMO, Aa MBMO cyeTC.!I. 

3Haii ce6e 6e3 TOJIKY TapaXTBT, 

HeBeAOMO qTo roaopBT. 

A BOKpyr Hero HapOA Bee qyAaK: 

Ka)l(AOMY ero CJIOBY XJionaIOT, 

Aa e~e If HoraMB TonaIOT. 

qeM MeHbllle noHBMaIOT' 

TeM 6oJibllle ero yaa)l(aIOT. 

A oH, AypaK, 3TOMY u paA: 

,,..sI, roaopuT, acex sac Bhlllle B03Hecy, 

npocae~eHue BaM Hecy!"- -

H aecb-TO OH AeHb xJionoqeT, 

cyeTC.!I, pOBHO 6a6BHbKBH KoqeT. 

- A He nopa JIB eMy, 6pan~hl, Aepraqa 3aAaBaTh! 

HBaH Ko 14 a H : Kamyw6K. PacnpaBa. 

)l(uJI-6hm CYAh.H HayM, 3aKoHHBK. Bc10 OH )l(lf3Hh npO)l(BJI cpeAB 3a­

KOHOB, a Ha CTOJie y Hero CTO.HJia TaKa.H Kopo6Ka - CYA· 

OnacKo 6bIJIO noA HayMoM, Aa no Kpail:HoCTB HaAe)l(Hhlii u caM He 

cTa~Blllh - B ocTpor AOpora, Aa u ApyroMy He noBaAHO. HayMh1q no 

CYAY, BC.HKYIO 6e3AeJim~y B3hl~eT u noA HaKa3aHue nocTaBBT. 

H npOCJibllllaJIB YMHBKB - OT HBX HbJHqe, qTo OT BOpOB, Hlf npOXOAY 

HB npopb1cKy - qTo He npocTo HayM B3.HJI, HaAeJI Qenh, u noToMy CYAh.H, 
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- a noToMy HayM CYAh.H, qTo AOJiro yquJic.H, u HaAo AOJiro yquTbC.H, 

qT06b1 CYAheii 6bITh. 

H roaop.HT yMHBKB: 

- 3aqeM, TOBapu~u. 3TOT cyA, HBKaKoro cyAa He HY)l(HO! 

A TYT KaKoil:-To aopuwKa cxaaTBJI co CTOJia HayMoBy Kopo6Ky, Aa 6yx 

B neqKy. 

H cropeJI cyA. 

ToJibKO CYA u BBAeJIB. 

A HayMh1qa AJI.H ocTpacTKB Ha ero )I( Qenu TYT )l(e, KaK CBBHhIO - yppa! 

- If paCT.HHYJIB. 

- HaM cyAa HBKaKoro He HY)l(HO! 

H c Toil: nopb1 noweJI Ha Pycu He cyA, a pacnpaaa. 

KaK Eor Ha AYWY noJIO)l(lfT: qeJioaeK Thi BJIB o6e3b.HHa (Te, qTo no­

npo~e. aeAyT caoil: poA OT AAaMa, KaK BC.HKBii 3HaeT, a qTo noKpBKJIBBeii, 

Te OT o6e3b.!!Hbl) o6e3b.!!Ha BJIB qeJIOBeK, BBHOBeH BJIB He BBHOBeH, ace 

paBHO - 6aQ B MOPAY. a TO u 3y6b1 BbIJieT.HT, a 6brnaeT u noKpyqe, -

3Haii Hawux! 

HBaH Ko 14 a H: [Kamyw6K]. Cy11maH. 

Xo)l(y .H B JiaaoqKy KapTOlllKY noKynaTh. 

IlaaoqHlfK MeH.H, KaK BeAyHa KaKOrO, BCTpeqaeT, CJIOBHO .!I Ha TpB rOAa 

anepeA ace 3HaIO. 
- qTO HOBeHhKOro? - TaK If TOqlfT rJia30M. 

- qTo HOBeHbKoro? CaM Huqero He 3HaIO. 

- Hy-y? - He yHuMaeTc.H, - 3HaeTe, Aa cKa3aTb He xoqeTe. 

3x, AYMaIO, qT06b1 TaKoe coapaTh, - OTB.H3aTbC.H. 

ABOT: 
- B KaJiyre, - roaop10, - cyJITaH TypeQKBii o6b.HBBJIC.H, HaqxaJI-

nawa. 
Y JiaaoqHuKa poT wupe peweTa pacT.HHyJio: 

- qTo Bbl roaopuTe, cyJITaH? 

..sI rJia30M He noBeAy: 

- CyJITaH! C TypeQKOil: raapABeii, ace B KOJinaKax KpacHblX. 

IloAMapruaaeT JiaaoqHuK: He spy JIB? 11, oTaewuaa.H KapTowKy, axaeT 

Ha ace JiaAbl. Bu)l(y, qTo B cepbe3 noaepuJI. 

- 3Ka, - AYMaIO, - AypaKoB Eor HapoABJI. 

)l(uay .H c Ah.HqKoM 03 6oraAeJibHB, - xopowuil: qeJioBeK <l>eAOP 

Ha3apb1q. IloKa no CBOeMy AeJiy ra3eTHOMY roH.HIO, OH MHe If Kawy CBapBT, 

u KapTolllKY ucneqeT. 

Bqepa nOAXOABT OH, Beeb KaK-TO Aa)l(e neperHyJic.H. 

- CJib1XaJI0? 
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- 11To TaKoe? 

- KaK :>Ke! B Kaupe cyJITaH TypeQKHH c BOHCKOM. roJIOBbI HaIIrnM 
py6HT. 

CMoTpIO Ha Ha3apbrlfa: a cepbe3 roaopuT, aepuT. 

lllH6Ko HbIHtfe 6pex27 XO):IHT. 

A. Pe M u 3 o B : 3azpaJK:Oe111-1b1e ycma. 28 

Bu):leJI si Ha CTapbrx HKOHax o6pa3 MoaHHa Eorocnoaa: nmneTcsi Eoro­

cnoaeQ c nepcToM Ha ycTax. 3ToT nepcT Ha ycTax - 3HaK MOJilfaHHH. M 

3TOT 3HaK 3arpa:>K):laIOIQHH npoweJI B .I:IYWY HapO,I:IHyIO. 

</Jeoop Ey61100: C11000 - cepe6po-Mo111.JaHue 311amo. 29 

He ace Ha Pycu KpHKYHhI u opaJihr u He BCHKHH na):IOK Ha KpHK u ruK. 

CKa3aTb o pyccKOM lfeJioBeKe, 6y):ITO KpHKJIHBbIM CJIOBOM B3HTb ero MO:>KHo 

c ):lywoii u eanoraMu, 3TO HeaepHo. 

Eor MHJIOBaJI, coxpaHHJI eIQe Kpenb " He O):IHa TOJibKO eBOJIOlfb eH):IHT 
no ropo):laM u Ha 3eMJie pyeeKoii. 

IlOMHIO, eKopo noeJie aoeeTaHHSI npuexaJI KO ~He )l(eryJieB <l>e):lop 

Ha3apbrlf, eon):laT e cppoHTa - 6oJihwoii MOJilfaJibHHK, cnoaa He BhI:>KMewb. 

- KaKHMH, - roaopio, - ey):lh6aMu, Ha3apbrlf? 

- Bhr6paH ):leJieraToM a eoaeT. 

YwaM He aepio. 

- KTO BbI6paJI? 

- llleeTHa):IQaTb Tbresiq 3a MeHsi, KaK O):IHH. BoT u nocnanu. 

M paeeKa3aJI MHe Ha3apbrlf, KaK Ha eo6paHHH y HHX nepBbIMH KpHKYHhI 

IlOBbieKaKHBaJIH" eTaJIH 6axaaJIHTheH: KTO lfero MO:>KeT, - a OH, Ha3apbllf, 

MOJI"IKOM CH):IHT, " TOJibKO IlOTOM o6MOJIBHJieH, "ITO, MOJI, 3pHWHOe 3TO 

see 6axaaJiheTBO-To u ropJIOM ):leJia He e):leJiaewh. M KaK eTaJiu Bhr6upaTb, 

KpHKYHOB-TO B weio, a ero Ha aTaMaHeKoe MeeTO. 

,,Hy, enaaa Eory, - no):lyMaJI si, - eIQe :>KHBa ):lywa a pyeeKoM Hapo):le, 
KOJIH Ha3apbrtfa noenanu." 

Ha3apbllf - 60JibWOH MOJitfaJibHHK "· KOJIH eKa:>KeT, e TOJIKOM CKa:>KeT, " 
OT eJIOBa ero nyTh 6y):leT, He ):laeT Hapo):I B o6H):ly. 

CKa:>Ky y:>K, "ITO BbIWJio: He K MecTy y Hae npuwenesi Ha3apbrlf, 3aopanu, 

3aKpH"laJIH ero KpHKYHbI Hawn, opaJibI Hawn, " MOJilfaJibHHK HH c lfeM 
Ha3a):I yexan. 

HBaH Ko tJ a H : Kamyw6K. CBUHbJl. 

XO):IHT eBHHbSI no 6a3apy, - TOT WilbIHeT, 3TOT TOJIKHeT. 

0KOJIO IlOilOBbIX BOpOT IlOTOJIKYH eoweJiesi: 
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- ~! - ropJiaHHT KaKOH-TO JIH3aHbIH, - MOH npaB):la! 

11,hrraH KHYTOM noMaxuaaeT: 

- JionHH rJia3bI MOH, SI HaweJI. 

TyT :>Ke eTapH"IOK eJia):leHbJ(HH: 

- Ilpaa):la? Xu, xu! Ilpaa):ly 3TY si H3-3a Mopsi npuae3. 
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Ilo):I HoraMH y JIIO):leii KOTOMO"IKa HeTOnTaHa - npaBOa, - He BeJIHKa, a 

He eaepHeIIIb. 

- rhr, - ):lyMaeT eBHHbSI, - ):IOJI:>KHO, 0 IlOMOHX! 

Oxpun KpH"laBIIIH QhrraH. Bhr):loxesi u eTapH"IOK eJia):leHbKHii. 

A KOTOMKH HeT: eBHHbSI CO:>KpaJia. 

Co:>Kpana eBHHhH npaa):ly, Ha nonoaoM ):IBope ropoii pa3aanunaeb. 

HoaH Ko tJ a H : MaKCUMbltJ. 

Co:>KHTeJIIO MoeMy, <l>e,I:1opy MaKeHMhrlfy, TO"IHO urny aeTaBHJIH: TOJibKO 

H ):IOMa, "ITO HO"lblO. 

- qyTb :>KHB! - KBaKHeT, "OilS!Tb ero HeT. 

Cny:>KHT MaKeHMbI"I a 3eMJie):leJIHH 3K3eKyTopoM, a rnaaHoe ero: -

):lhHtfeK. B Msieoe):I MaKeHMbilf o:>KeHHJiesi. M, BMeeTe e nO):IBeHetfHhIM 

npHIIIJia K HeMy He):IOJISI. 

BeHtfaJIHeb a 6ora):leJibHoii QepKBH. Bee ):leBHHoeTo IIIeeTb eTapyx-

6ora):leJioK BbIIIIJIH eMOTpeTb Ha ):lbSl"IKOBY eaa):lh6y. 

TyT u HalfaJioeb. 

He 3a:>KrJiaeb JIIOeTpa: - KTO-TO Ha-3JIO IlO,I:IKpyTHJI BHHTHK. 

M noIIIJia 6e):la 3a 6e):loii: u ):IOHoe, u KJIHy3a, u He):loxaaT. 

Kor):la no):IOIIIJIH HbIHeIIIHHe ):IHH, u "IHHOBHHKH 3a6acToaanu, - MaK­

CHMhI"I 6bIJI H36paH Ka3HalfeeM. M BOT ):la):leHa eMy 3a):latfa: BbIY):IHTb H3 

6aHKa :>KaJIOBaHHe 3a6aeTOBIQHKaM. 

- KTo TaKoa? - enpaIIIHBaIOT a 6aHKe. 

A MaKeHMhilf, - TaK ero u BH:>Ky, - OTKy):la B3HJIOeb: - ~. - KpH"IHT, 

- " eeTb eaMhIH KOMHeeap ! 

M - 6yMa:>KKy, a 6yMa:>KKa He3aKOHHasi, e o6e3bHHheii netfaTbIO. 

HanyraJI ):lypaKoa: BhI):laJIH ):leHhrn, TpH,I:IQaTb Tbresitf. 

M y:>K qepe3 ):IBa ):IHH enoxaaTHJIHeb: KaKoii TaKoii MaKeHMOB 

KOMHeeap? 

YTpOM 6y):IHT MeHH MaKeHMhrlf: 

- Y e3:>KaIO ! - u nponaJI. 

Tenepb Ka:>K):lhrii ):leHb y MeHH He3BaHbre. IluIIIy 3TO, u 3HaIO, y:>K eu):IHT, 

:>K):IYT MaKeHMhrlfa. 

lllaeiiQaph .il:MHTpuii paceKa3bIBaeT: 

- Beio neeTHHQY oKpH"laJiu, oeTytfaJiu: r):le MaKeHMOB, r):le ea6oTa:>KHHK! 
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A MaJihqm11Ka c peBOJihBepoM: ,,TOJihKO, - roBopM 

MeCTe y6h10!" 

A. Pe Mu 1 o B: CKa1ot.tKu. 

I. KoMMu-ccap. 

T, - ysmtcy, - Ha 

B HeKoTopoM u;apCTBe, B HeKoTopoM rocy.1:1apcTse cJiyqMJiacb TaKa.11 3aso­

poxa. 113.[\aBHa u;apM B HeM npaBMJIM, M nepeXO.[\MJI npeCTOJI OT OTu;a K 

ChIHy, a noToM K BHYKY, a nocJie.[\HMH u;apb He 6y.1:1h nJiox, a3.11JI .1:1a M yrneJI, 

- npocTo MaxHyJI pyKow: ,,Hy, MOJI, Bae, HenyTeBb1e!" 

11 OCTaJIOCh TO u;apCTBO 6e3 HaqaJia. 

TyT .l:\h.llK EoJITYHOB, qTo npM u;ape opy.1:10BaJI, M BhlCKoqMJI: 

- .H, MOJI, TOBapmu;M, cnpaBJIIOCb! 

HaroBOpMJI .l:\h.llK c TPM KOpo6a, Bee KOMHaTbl M .[\a)l(e qMCTOe IlOJie 

o6KpMqaJI ,[\- npOCTO ryJI B yrnax CTOMT, a cnpaBMTh HMqero He cnpaBMJI, 

er.u;e 6oJihrne 3anyTaJI. 11 KaK yBM.[\aJI, qTo .1:1eJio nJioxo, npMKYCMJI .113hlK M 

TO)l(e Ky,[\a-TO CKpbIJIC.11. 

11 OCTaJIOCb Oil.llTh u;apCTBO 6e3 BC.llKOro HaqaJia. 

CTaJI Hapo.1:1 .1:1yMaTh-ra.1:1aTh, qero 6b1 TaKoro npM.l:\yMaTh M 6e3 HaqaJia 

KOHJJ;hl y6epeqb, 11 pernMJIM TaK: y O.[\HMX OTH.llTh a .1:1pyrMM .[\aTb, qT06bl, 

3HaqMT, nopOBHY y Bcex 6bIJIO. 

11 cewqac )Ke see nepe.1:1eJIMJIM. 

rJI.11.[\h, - qTo 3a nponaCTb! - y O.[\HOrO Oil.llTb MHOro, a y .1:1pyrMX -

HMqero. 

Hy, M TOJIKYTC.11 Ha IlJIOI.JJ;a.[\M M y)I( neceH CBOMX He opyT, TOJibKO ceMeqKM 

noJiyr.u;Msa10T. A npMXO.l:\HT B :no u;apcrno M np.11Mo B caMy10 [Hepa36] ryr.u;y 

.[\Boe M c HMMM TpeTbe. 

- Mhl, - rosop.11T, - noMo)l(eM, TOJihKO .1:1awTe HaM c.1:1eJiaTh no 

CBOeMy. 

- A Bbl KTO TaKoe? 

- ,JJ;a Mhl BarnM - npMJiorn. A 3TO Harn no.1:1pyqHhlH - Ea6MHhKMH 

KoqeT. 

- Ea6MHhKMH KoqeT! - see 3araJI.1:1eJIM, BCHKoMy B .l:\MKOBMHKy: npMJIOrM 

M KoqeT! - a KaK Bbl opy.1:1osaTb 6y.1:1eTe? 

- QqeHb npOCTO, - rosop.11T npMJIOrM, - Mhl opy.1:10BaTb 6y.1:1eM: Bee y 

Hae 6y.1:1eT no HOBOMy, KaK no CTapoMy, M no CTapoMy, KaK no HOBOMy. 

Tenepb MMHMCTpbl, a y Hae 6y.1:1yT KOMMMCCapbl. 

- KoMMMccapb1! - M on.11Th 3araJI.1:1eJIM: CJIOBO-TO oqeHh, - cJiosu;o! 

- KoMMMccap npocser.u;eHM.11 - Ea6MHhKMH KoqeT! 

A TOT, KaK ycJihlrnaJI cso10 KJIMqKy, M HY KJiaHHThC.11 - yMopa! 

y Bae KOJIJienm, a y Hae 6y.1:1yT COBeTbI. A, rJiaBHOe, qTo6hl Bee 6bIJIO 
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6e3 BC.llKOro a3a. 11 qeM MeHhrne KOTOpblH CBOe .[\eJIO 3HaeT, TeM Jiyqrne OH 

He TOJihKO .[\eJIO C.[\eJiaeT, a M .1:1pyrMX HayqMT, IlOTOMY qTo eMy see Tpb!Hh­

Tpasa. 11 see Bbl OCTaHeTeCb CB060.l:IHhI. 

- Hy, qTo )I(, saM M KHMrM B pyKM, .1:1ewcrnywTe! 

11 pa3orneJIC.ll Hapo.1:1 no CBOMM KOHypaM M HopaM. 

A OHM, roJiy6qMKM, M 3a.1:1ewcTBOBaJIM. 

- IlepBhlM .1:1eJioM, .1:1asawTe, - rosop.11T, - HaM .1:1eHer 60Jihrne! 

l13BeCTHO, 6hIJIO 6b1 MacJio, a nMpor )l(MpHhIH sc.11Ka.11 MaTpeHa Te6e 

crOTOBMT. 

IlpM3aMa.llJIC.ll Hapo.1:1: qTo-TO He 60JihHO OXOTa .[\eHer-To .[\aBaTb, .1:1a M 

KTO )Ke MX 3HaeT! 

- He xoTMTe? Jla.1:1Ho. Bee pasHo, Harne 6y.1:1eT. TaKoe MhI Haw.1:1eM 

cpe.[\CTBO, HMKOMY MB roJIOBY He npM.[\eT. 

11 OTKy.[\a HM B03hMMCh TpM.[\JJ;aTb M TPM MOJIO.[\JJ;a, M cej;jqac )Ke 3aMOK 

6e3 KJIJOqa OTnepJIM - 3TOMY OHM er.u;e B CM6MpM HayqMJIMCb! - M .[\eJiy 

KphirnKa. 

A KaK Bhrrpe6JIMCh CYH.l:\YKM, .1:1a noonycTeJIM no.1:1roJIOBHMKM, M pa3BeJIOCh 

TIO BCeH CTpaHe KOMMMCCapoB, - rocTIO,[\H! qTo TOqHo H Hapo.1:1y-To 

MeHbrne, qeM 3THX KOMMHccapoB. 

ToJihKO er.u;e no YTPY rna3 npo.1:1epernh, a y)I( nepe.1:1 To6ow KOMMHccap: 

.[\eKpeT! 11 TOqHo, HHKOMY H B roJIOBY TaKoe He npH.[\eT: BilJIOTh .[\O caMoro 

3aqaTH.11 Hau;HoHaJimau;H.11 H peKBH3Hu;H.11! HH [Hepa36opq.], HH .l:\hIXHYT -

BOT KaK! A 3a CTOJI ceJI IlOJIY.l:\HOBaTh, H Oil.llTh KOMMHCCap: ,,,lJ;aBaH 

noJIOBHHy!" Hy, Eor c HHM, BCTaHernb H3-3a CTOJia snporoJIO.l:\h, H TOJihKO 

qTo H3 .[\BOpa, a y BOpOT KOMMHCcap: ,,CHHMaH naJihTO!" 

TaKoe CTaJIO, 6paTJJ;hl, )l(HTbe CB060,[\HOe, .[\a npHBOJihHOe, XOTh CB.llThlX 

TIO.[\ Bh!HOCH. 3aKp.11XTeJI Hapo.1:1 - Ha.[\OeJIO 3TO eMy .[\O HeB03MO)l(HOCTH, 

- .[\a y)I( Il03.[\HO: CH.llBrnH roJioBy, no BOJIOCaM He nJiaqyT. 

II. Hoo11uui,e nozmwe. 
)l(HJIH Mhl 6bIJIM He no .1:106py, no xy.1:10My: HH Te6e ChlTH, HH Te6e IlOK0.11. 

tiero TaM! - ,[\eHh HaMaernbC.11, a npH.1:1ernh .[\OMOH, .[\OMa XOJIO.[\, H )l(paTb 

Heqero. 

TyT KaKoH-TO HH BBepHHCh, rope-ropbKoe: 

- tiero, - rOBOpHT, - TOBapmu;H, rOJIOBY IlOBeCHJIM? IloHanpHTeCb, 

.1:1a opHTe, npHJieTHT Ha Harn rnK coJioBeH. CoJI0Beli-Pa360HHMqeK, yc.11.1:1eTc.11 

Ha .1:1y6, 3aCBHCTHT Ha BCIO Pych Kpern;eHylO, H .[\eJIO 6y.1:1eT BeJIHKoe: 6y.1:1eT 

MHp, 6y.1:1eT XJie6, 6y.1:1eT BOJI.11 BOJihHa.11. 

)l(HJIH MhI He no xoporneMy, HY OT xy.1:1a .1:1a 6e.1:1h1 H nosepHJIH. 

11 .[\OOpaJIHCh, Ha.[\OpBaJIHCh: npHrnJio . .. 
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.IJ:mK,!l;aJrn:cb, - npuumo: Jacen Ha .D:y6y, )J;a He ConoBeli, He Pa36oliHu-

11eK, a Ji)J;OJIB~e. M c HUM paCTOnblpbl ero, BOIIIb OCTpO)fCHaH. 

- 3 -3H, Bbl! pbma CBBHH'lblf, - 3bl'IBT noraHoe, - Qenyli MeHH B nHTKy! 

A Te, KaK 6ecb1-naxMyT11BKB, HaneTHT, HacK011yT. 

- Xo11eIIIb Mnpa? 

- 011eHb. 

- BoT Te6e Mnp. 

.IJ:a Ha IIIeJO Te6e. 

- Xo11eIIIb xne6a? 

- Xne6a! 

- BoT Te6e xne6. 

.IJ:a no IIIee. 

- Xo11eIIIb Bonn? 

- 3-3H Bbl! pbma CBBHH'lblf, Qenyli MeHH B nHTKy! 

)l(unu Mbl He no xopoIIIeMy, a Tenepb - Tenepb coBceM xopoIIIo. 

NOTES 

I. See Oliver H. Radkey, The Agrarian Foes of Bolshevism. Promise and Default of the Rus­
sian Socialist Revolutionaries February to October 1917, (New York, 1958), p. 441. 

2. "Strax smerti" (subsequently "Kon' i lev"), No. I, November 8, p . 2; "Serdeenaja," No. 2, 
November 9, p . 3; "Neseastnaja," No. 3, November 10, p . 2; "Xlebnyj golos," No. 7, November 
15, p. 2; "Oteajannaja," No. 8, November 16, p . 2; "Serdeenye oci," No. 13, November 23, p . 2; 
"Jablon'ka," Novaja prostaja gazeta, No. I, November 26, p. 2; "Nikola Ugodnik," No. 2, 
November 28, p . 2; "Pravednyj sud'ja," No. 19, December 2, p. 2. 

3. "Skazka pro Fitu," No. I , November 8, p. 2-3; "Dejanija Fity," No. 7, November 15, p. 2; 
"Tramvaj," No. 13, November 23, p . 2; "Djafok," No. 14, November 24, p . 3; "Cetverg," No. 
28, December 13, p. 3; "Pet'ka (Drjan'-mafci§ka)'', No. 38, December 24, p. I. 

4. "Celoveki," Novaja prostaja gazeta, No. I, November 26, p . 3; "Zut'," No. 38, December 
24, p . 2. 

5. "Medvezja smert' ," No. 31, December 16, p. 3. 
6. "Zapeli tesanye drogi," No. 3, November JO, p. 2. 
7. "Pravda. Pritca," No. 17, November 30, p. 2. 
8. Cf. Russkie sovetskie pisateli-prozaiki. Bibliograficeskij ukazatef (Leningrad-Moscow, 

1959-1970). Si§kov's "Medvezja smert"' possibly corresponds to a work entitled "Medved'" in 
Rossija v stove of December 24, 1917 (Russkie sovetskie pisateli-prozaiki, vol. 611, p. 202). 

9. A "characterizing" name as are almost all the rest of the pseudonyms in the news pa per. 
The word "koean" means a head of cabbage. 

10. Remizov used pseudonyms at the very beginning of his career, during the revolution, and 
later in emigration when, under the pseudonyms "Vasilij Kukovnikov" and "Semen Sudak," he 
publicized the writer, and in particular the writer-artist, Remizov. Not one of Remizov's 
pseudonyms is mentioned in Masanov's dictionary. 

I I. Evgenij Zamjatin, BofSim detjam skazki (Berlin: Grfebin, 1922). 
12. In various dialects "katux" means "a shed for small livestock, especially calves and 

swine" and "the place under a bench in a peasant hut where chicken are kept" (Daf). 
13. A. Remizov, "Akakij Ba§mackin," Delo naroda, December 15, 1917, No. 233, p. 2. 
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14. Sologub published the following works in Veeernij zvon: "Ozorstvo," No. 4, December 9, 
p. 3; "Kto :Ze oni?," No. 13, December 20, p . 3; "Zolotoj disk. (Dobroj zime o zlom lete)," No. 
17, December 18, p . 3. 

15. A . Remizov, "Slovo o pogibeli Russkoj Zemli ," Skify, 2, 1918, pp. 194-200, later in the 
book Ognennaja Rossija, Revel', 1921 , pp. 7-24, and Vzvixrennaja Rus', Paris, 1927 , pp. 180-
189. According to the list of publications, "Slovo o pogibeli" first appeared in Volja narod1h__ 
(Rossija v stove), No . I, November 28, 1917. 

16. A . Remizov, "Plac," Novyjveeernijcas, March 19, 1918, No. 37, p. 3. 
17. A. Remizov, "Neugasimye ogni," Delo naroda, April 7, 1918, No . 13, p. 2 . 
18 . A. Remizov, "Zapovednoe slovo russkomu narodu," Ei enedefnik Volja naroda, April 12, 

1918, No. I , pp. 17-19 (in the literary section "Rossija v stove" edited by M. Pri§vin; also in the 
newspapers Rannee utro, April 16, 1918, No . 65, p . I , and Pocta veeernjaja, May 17, 1918, No. 
14, p. 3). 

19. Of the Bolshevik political figures , Lunaearskij as People' s Commissar of Education had 
the most to do with literature and art, and for this reason was a favorite target of the opposi­
tion writers. The attacks on him became especially strong after a meeting with Ieronim Jasin­
skij, who offered his literary services , and whom Lunaearskij rather unsuccessfully lauded for 
this in an essay, "Sretenie," in lzvestija (cf. N . A . Trifonov, A. V. Lunacarskij i sovetskaja 
literatura, Moscow, 1974, p. 155). Several times Delo naroda published fierce attacks on 
Lunaearskij. 

20. A. Remizov, lveren', Paris Archive, p . 225 . 
21. Compare with this the report "V sudebnyx ustanovlenijax ," Delo naroda, No. 223, 

December 3, 1917, p . 4. 
22. A leitmotif of the "Scythian" edition of "Slovo o pogibeli." 
23. The motif of a blindingly bright fire bird can be found in the last tale about Fita, written 

at about the same time (BofSim detjam skazki, p. 44). 
24. "Ba§ibuzuki" are Turkish irregular infantry. «B rronttoil Mepe rrpoirnHJJH OHH caoH pa3-

6oilHH'lhH HaKJJOHHOCTH B IIOCJJe,[(HIOIO pyccKo-Typel.IKYIO BOHHY 1877-1878 rr., TaK '!TO HMll 
6anrn-6y3yKOB cTaJJO HapH1.1aTeJJbHbIM ,[(Jlll xapaKTepHCTHKH 11enoaeKa, CIIOC06Horo Ha caMoe 
B03MYTHTeJJhHOe, IIO CBOeH lKeCTOKOCTH, HaCHJJHe» (Enciklopediceskij slovar' Brokgauz-Efron). 

25. Zamjatin' s tales about Fita (BofSim detjam skazki, pp. 36-46) are a brilliant satire on the 
dictatorial bureaucratism of the new rulers. Shane' s opinion that Zamjatin had Lenin in mind 
for the figure of Fita, who "spontaneously" arises, feeds on ink, and governs ths country with 
the help of nonsensical decrees, is strengthened by the mention of Fita in " Ba§ibuzuki"; See: 
Alex M . Shane, The Life and Works of Evgenij Zamjatin (Berkeley-Los Angeles, 1968), p . 20, 
and Leonore Scheffler, Evgenij Zamjatin. Sein Weltbild und seine literarische Thematik. 
(Koln- Wien, 1984), p . 204. 

26. "A large clay pot" , in the Orenburg dialect "a fishing trap resembling such a pot" (Daf). 
27. A modification of the well-known saying "Sibko nynce grex xodit." 
28. This paragraph, printed here as an independent "miniature," is to be found as a state­

ment of I. A. Rjazanovskij in the chapter "O mire vsego mira" in Vzvixrennaja Rus'; See: 
A. Remizov, Vzvixrennaja Rus' (Paris, 1927), p . 68. 

29. In a slightly changed redaction the text became part of Vzvixrennaja Rus' ("Moleafnik," 
pp. 77-78). Instead of Fedor Nazaryc, here the hero of the story is I. S. Sokolov-Mikitov, one 
of Remizov's "disciples" at that time. Sokolov-Mikitov often visited him, and in the summer 
of 1918 the Remizovs stayed a while at Sokolov-Mikitov's native estate. 

Vienna, Institut fi.ir Slawistik der Universitat Wien 
Transl. by Susan Schilling 


